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Have you been watching ‘No waste like Home’ on 
the telly? It’s great to see some of the green agenda 
given a prime time slot. It really showed what a dif-
ference every household could make by cutting con-
sumption of, well everything, and being more 
thoughtful. I like the way that you could see people 
transforming their lifestyle and really enjoying them-
selves in the process. Now what we want is these 
messages put into the soap stories—anyone with 
friends who are script writers? 

 
As Richard says in his article the,  ‘tide is turning’ 
but we have to really start taking more steps—now. 
We cannot allow the attitude to prevail, ‘that we will 
always have waste to dispose of.’ Where does it 
come from? We must challenge manufactures and 
designers to only use recyclable and compostable 
materials and it is up to all of us to demand products 
that are truly sustainable—Lets look beyond the 
price tag to the real costs involved. 
 
This Junk Mail  was mostly written by Nicky Scott & 
Richard Gomme (DCRN) and prepared for printing 
by Nicky Scott  (DCCN) with illustrations from Bob 
Gale (Proper Job!) & photos by Nicky & Fiona Scott.   
 

Please send copy—pictures—drawings or ideas for 
drawings for Bob to develop to: 
Richard Gomme,  Devon Community Recycling Net-
work, Chapel Cottage,Thorn, Chagford, Devon 
TQ 13 8DX 
Web www.dcrn.org.uk  
 T:  01647 433872—E: info@dcrn.org.uk 
 
Or Nicky Scott Devon Community Composting Net-
work, 8 Meldon Road, Chagford, Devon TQ13 8BG 
T: 01647 432880—E: nicky.scott@devon.gov.uk 
Web—www.dccn.org.uk 
 
Local Authority recycling info see: 
www.recycledevon.org  
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Editorial 

 

 Just the job for Proper Job! 
 
Proper Job Chagford were one of 36 successful 
applicants out of over 600 applications to DE-
FRA’s Waste Partnership Fund, as reported in 
last JM. Following this Proper Job has been 
awarded approx. £90,000 CRED funding up to 
2007 to further expand its recycling, reuse and 
composting activities. The project aims to divert 
material for recycling that currently goes straight 
to landfill from Chagford & Moretonhampstead 
rural waste skips.  
Original plans were to operate a partnership with 
DCC’s waste skip contractors Devon Waste Man-
agement Ltd, but this has not been possible due 
to contractual difficulties. As a result DCC will 
retain the public’s option for unsegregated waste 
disposal at the bi-monthly car park waste skips 
operated by DWM Ltd, but expanded recycling 
facilities at Proper Job will hopefully encourage 
the public to participate in recycling their waste.  
Facilities at PJ now include garden waste, metals 
& cabling, cardboard, wood, rubble/soil, glass, 
textiles, vegetable oil. Reuse facilities now  

include furniture, bric-a brac, clothing, books, 
paint, DIY & reclamation.  
In a separate development, bio-diesel will shortly 
be available from Proper Job through a member-
ship scheme only.  Contact  Aaron 01647 
432985. 
 
 Proper Job of Chagford recently celebrated its 
12th birthday with Dartmoor's first Resource 
Fayre—see pages 6 and 7 
   

 New Totnes Furniture Project 
opens………………. 

 
DFF have opened a new furniture reuse project at 
Wills Rd on the Totnes Industrial Estate to take 
unwanted household items from the Sth Hams 
area for resale to the public at low cost. A full 
range of household furniture, refurbished cookers 
and washing machines are available at Totnes 
and at the existing Newton Abbot reuse shop. 
 
Contact: Refurnish 01626 362313  
or email: refurnish@devonfurnitureforum.co.uk 

Local Groups news 



News bites 
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Fluorescent lights can now be recycled at 
Recycling Centres. 

 
Facilities are now installed for collection of fluores-
cent tubes at Devon Recycling Centres to comply 
with new legislation. Hazardous chemicals such as 
mercury are recovered in the recycling. Unfortu-
nately, batteries, paint and assorted household 
chemicals and unsavoury materials still contribute to 
a toxic ‘timebomb’ of disposal to landfill on top of 
decades of mixed hazardous and non-hazardous 
waste disposal. Residents hoarding spent batteries 
for recycling will have to wait until 2008 before a 
European Directive forces their recycling. 

 
 Compulsory recycling works, 

claims Barnet. 
 
London Borough of Barnet has said that all 25,000 
residents in a trial area are now recycling through 
their kerbside collections following a campaign and 
threats of legal action. The numbers of people resist-
ing the compulsory recycling scheme had gradually 
reduced making it progressively easier to target un-
cooperative households. Some observers see Bar-
net’s approach marking a turning point for Authori-
ties to see that more stick than carrot is required. 
Junk Mail is an advocate of a zero tolerance ap-
proach to those resistant to recycling.  
 
  

Watford charges £1 per bag for ‘side waste.’ 
 
Watford’s scheme to charge householders £1 for 
every extra bag of side waste alongside wheelie bins 
has been hailed as a roaring success. The first 
month of the scheme saw recycling rates leap to 
42%, with Officers doing bin checks and promoting 
recycling to householders. 
 

 DEFRA rejects Exeter incineration plant 
funding bid but DCC set to proceed. 

 
Junk Mail previously reported that Devon County 
Council had reached preferred bidder status with 

DEFRA’s New Technology Demonstration 
Programme for a £9m bid for a proposed py-
rolysis incinerator at Exeter for mixed house-
hold waste. This bid has now been rejected. 
However DCC wish to proceed with plans  to 
build the plant, but a final decision has yet to 
be made. An observer dubbed DCC’s ap-
proach as ‘gloves off, coming out of the 
closet’ to embrace incineration as a guaran-
teed cure-all to tackle the growing waste 
mountains, whilst dismissing waste reduction 
as ‘utopian’. 

 
25 Year Waste Management Contract 

coming up…….. 
 

DCC are planning to tender for a 25 year 
Waste Management Contract in 2006. This 
will include a provision for up to 300,000 ton-
nes per year disposal, probably through in-
cineration at between 3 and 6 locations 
around Devon near centres of population.  
Advocates point towards ‘unavoidable waste 
growth’, penalties for failing to divert biode-

gradable waste from landfill, and the need to commit 
to long term contracts to enable planned investment 
from waste companies and PFI (Private Finance 
Initiatives).  
However, critics say long contracts may preclude 
waste minimisation, where a reduction in waste may 
make big plants unnecessary, and divert investment 
from achieving higher recycling rates. There may be 
an implicit acceptance among senior waste planners 
that serious waste reduction is impossible. 
Long term contracts are generally inflexible and may 
restrict opportunities to adapt to changes in a fast 
moving environment where new solutions and ap-
proaches will emerge. Government’s stance on vari-
able charging for waste may change following plans 
for 50 pilots for ‘pay by weight’ schemes. Emerging 
technologies such as pyrolysis and MBT need fur-

Heathfield in vessel composting site opens 
—see back page for more photos and story 
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ther evaluation of their effectiveness on MSW 
(Municipal Solid Waste).  
One of the targets for Devon is to reduce the 
rate of growth of household waste to 1% by 
2009/10, with a recycling rate of 40%. By 2025 
the target is 65% recycling.  
 
  

 Messes & Muddles 
 

In a timely warning to other County Council 
Waste Disposal Authorities, Gloucestershire 
councillors look set to abandon the procurement 
of a new 25 year waste management contract 
under the Private Finance Initiative. Initial cost 
estimates of £650- £700m were blown away by 
tenders of £1bn from waste firms. Council Offi-
cers warned that proposals presented too much 
risk without guaranteeing landfill diversion tar-
gets. Uncertainty over the performance of 
emerging waste treatment technologies such as 
MBT and pyrolysis have played a part.  
 

 Recycling goes up a gear…… 
 

Shock statistics, 
after years of 
poor predictions, 
English Councils 
are now on tar-
get to hit the 
national 25% 
recycling rate 
target for 
2005/06. DE-
FRA figures re-
leased in Sept 

show 23% recycling, ranging from the North East 
at 16%, the East at 29%, while Devon has 
achieved 32.71% recycling for 2004/05, an in-
crease of 6% on 03/04. As previously reported in 
JM, Government has capped the recycling tar-
gets of LA’s at 30% for 2005-06. 
 
Household waste arisings in Devon remain at a 
similar level to 2003/04, and household waste 
going to landfill has reduced by 8%.  

 
 The National  

Lottery  
 
has announced its proposed funding programme 
for 2006-2009. There is now one ‘Big Lottery 
Fund’. Details can be found on 
www.biglotteryfund.org.uk. Since the end of the 
CRED programme, there is now no lottery fund-
ing targeted to encourage recycling, reuse and 
composting, these areas will now have to adapt 
themselves to fit the wider categories of ad-

dressing social deprivation, community cohe-
sion, promoting active citizenship, improved en-
vironments, well being and more healthy life-
styles. CRN UK are lobbying to get lottery and 
Government funding specific to the needs of the 
community waste sector. 
 
  

 Wiltshire to com-
post school lunches. 

 
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust 
have been funded to 
provide a quarter of the 
secondary schools in 
Wiltshire with in-vessel composting facilities for 
school lunches. 
 
 

Schools conference Nov 29th  
South west CRN are holding a conference 
on Nov 29th at St Georges Hall Exeter and 
Wiltshire Wildlife trust will be there talking 
about their composting project. To find out 
more contact Laura Hill at 0117 9082405 
 laura@crn.org.uk 
 
 
  Old paint to be used to fire cement kilns 
 
Up to 25,000 tonnes per annum of old and end 
of line paint and aerosols from commercial 
sources are to be used as replacement fuels for 
cement kilns and incinerators by a Leicester 
based firm. Metals will be separated for recy-
cling. Using Canadian extraction and compaction 
technology, paint can be separated from contain-
ers. De-Pack said it will consider taking paint 
from domestic waste sources in the future, and 
opening other recycling plants in the UK.  Con-
ventional hazardous waste disposal costs up to 
£300 per tonne. (source: Letsrecycle) 
 

  
  Plasterboard Recycling  

 
In Christchurch New Zealand, old plasterboard 
from the building trade has been successfully 
used as a soil conditioner for clay soils and agri-
cultural and horticultural applications. It is first 
crushed and screened to remove paper and 
other contaminants. Gypsum is pH neutral, high 
in calcium and sulphur, and has always been 
used on soils, but only recently has waste plas-
ter been used. Meanwhile in the UK, WRAP 
(Waste & Resources Action Programme) has 
commissioned research and trials for the recy-
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cling of waste plasterboard in the UK. (Source 
RMF Recycling Works www.rmf.org.nz) 
 

 NZ Recycling Waste Carpet 
 

Waste carpet made from natural fibres is being 
used for soil and dune stabilisation, erosion pre-
vention, and plant regeneration on Quail Island, 
New Zealand, by the local Island Restoration 
Trust. Uses have included mulch mats for tree 
planting using small squares of carpet, and to 
suppress invasive marram-grass so native spe-
cies can recover. 
 

Right to buy 
 

Community groups are to be given a right to buy 
land and buildings at a discount as part of the 
government's drive to end state dependency in 
poor neighbourhoods, it was announced yester-
day. The communities minister, David Miliband, 
outlined the plan in a keynote speech to the Brit-
ish Urban Regeneration Association conference 
in Barking, East London.  
http://society.guardian.co.uk/communities/news/0,
16293,1590294,00.html  

 
Wet power! 

 
 Within the next five years, sewage and other 
types of wet waste could produce enough energy 
to power cars, homes, and factories. A team 
headed by Ashok Bhattacharya, director of the 
process technology group at Warwick University, 
has developed a method of pulling hydrogen gas 
from sludge and other wet biomass—hydrogen 
that can be used in fuel cells. "The 'wet' is the 
innovation," he says. Dried wood pulp and other 
biodegradable stuff has been used to produce 
hydrogen for years. But according to Bhatta-
charya, wet biomass yields about twice as much 
of the gas.  
http://www.popsci.com/popsci/science/e561359b
9fa84010vgnvcm1000004eecbccdrcrd.html 
 

BioDiesel Plant 
 

International agricultural company Cargill, has 
announced plans to build a €25 million biodiesel 
plant in Germany. . More than 200,000 tonnes of 
fuel will be produced at the plant each year, cre-
ating fifteen new jobs. Construction is expected to 
begin toward the end of 2005 with production 
commencing in August 2006. The plant will turn 
vegetable oils into biodiesel.  
http://www.edie.net/news/news_story.asp?id=106
39&channel=0  
 

Stop Press 
 

New Furniture Project to open in Tavistock. 
 

Devon Furniture Forum have secured £ 133,000 
CRED funding over 2 years to establish a furni-
ture reuse project for West Devon. Refurnish 
West Devon will open in December and be based 
at the Molly Owens Centre, Tavistock, and will 
work closely with social services. Anyone with 
unwanted items to donate or in need of furniture 
call 01626 362313 or e mail: 
refurnish@devonfurnitureforum.co.uk.  
See page 9 for details of other furniture projects 
around Devon. 

 
Prize offer for Teignbridge residents 

 
Is there a 
banana in 
your bin? 

 
Teignbridge 
District Council 
is offering 
prizes to some 
lucky resi-
dents. Those 
who manage 
to separate 
their waste 
correctly, and 
keep all recy-
clable and 
compostable material out of the black ‘landfill’ bin 
will be eligible. 
  
 So, what can I win? 
 Free food delivered to your door once a week for 
6 months!   
Each prize is worth £650, and every week one 
lucky winner will receive a food box packed full 
with delicious, top quality, organic produce includ-
ing fruit & veg, dairy produce and a ‘mystery 
item’. 
 

 How do I enter? 
 It’s easy.  Just use all your recycling and com-
posting containers for all your recyclable and 
compostable waste. Yes, that’s it! 
 However, recent figures suggest we throw away 
20% of the food we buy (including many ba-
nanas) and we want to help ensure that as much 
of that food waste as possible is reduced and 
composted, either at home or via the new waste 
collection service.   
 How can I find out more? 
 you can call us free on 0800 7310323. 
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The black clouds circled the Proper Job site all day 
on August 27th with heavy downpours just four 
miles away but not a dropped spoilt the fun at 
Proper Jobs first Resource Fayre.   
 
With help from generous support from the Dartmoor 
National Park Sustainability Fund it was possible to 
have this as a completely free event, and to show 
the fun side of recycling, composting and reuse.   
Thanks to Rendell's in Chagford Proper Job was 
able to use the two neighbouring livestock market 
fields which provided ample space for parking and 
entertainment spaces.  
 
And the entertainment was impressive with Bash 
Street Theatre’s recycling show as pictured on the 
front cover and Elfic the clown with a hilarious show 
with a very strong recycling message.  
 
Devon County Council and West Devon Borough 
Council staffed the recycling trailer at the entrance 
and Annette Dentith gave a talk to the masses on 
the Local Authorities support and activities. 
 

On the main Proper Job site various canvas gaze-
bos were interlinked to form an al fresco café run by 
the Courtyard Café (a subsidiary of Proper Job Ltd) 

Proper Job Resource Fayre 

Bekki the amazing daredevil rider—not a lot to do with recycling but great entertainment!  
See the black clouds circling Photo  by Fiona Scott 

The face painting was pretty popular too! 



and it also housed a recycling art and craft display and 
stalls—organised by the indomitable Maggie Pipe. 
 
More refreshments were provided by the Union Inn from 
Moretonhampstead with local bangers and burgers from 
Barry the Butcher.  Evening Entertainment was pro-
vided by local talent including Proper Job volunteers 
and workers and the event rounded off with my band 
‘Scotwotittakes’. A few drops from those black clouds 
spattered my keyboard and a tarpaulin was hastily 
erected but luckily nothing came of it and although I say 
so myself it was a most enjoyable evening!  
 
The whole event was masterminded by Aaron Custance 
with phenomenal support from Emma Kempton. 

 
Nicky Scott 

 
 

Extract of a letter from Proper Job  
to the Environment Agency 

 
“It is our intention to demonstrate, with an ambitious 
community engagement programme, the extinction of 
local waste to landfill entirely, save for things that pose 
no threat to the environment or groundwater. To 
achieve this, we will be drawing the publics' attention to 

the dangers of burying potentially harmful materials in 
the ground in what are essentially leaky containers with 
a limited lifespan, that require constant monitoring and 
remedial treatment. We can do better now. 
  
It seems unreasonable to me to expect the landfill con-
tainments to be monitored and leachate treated for the 
length of time it may continue to exude (some hundreds 
of years, perhaps?). The apparent absence of an 'exit 
strategy' for when the liners naturally degrade over the 
centuries following today, shows no consideration to our 
own future generations, who will almost certainly experi-
ence dangerous levels of groundwater pollution, espe-
cially in hazardous waste landfill site areas. Especially 
taking into account groundwater/water-table movement 
over the periods involved. 
  
I would like to see the Environment Agency take the 
lead in ending all waste to landfill nationally within the 
length of our careers, and the location and excavation 
of landfill sites well under way before I die. I consider 
these extremely important for the protection of our na-
tions' environmental and human health. 
  
I would be very interested to learn of the EA's view on 
these issues. Could you find out for me?” 
 

Aaron Custance 
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Part of the happy throng on the Proper Job site—transformed for the day 



Right now Waste Disposal Authorities across the 
land are planning massive new waste processing 
and disposal plants, such as incineration, me-
chanical –biological-treatment, and material recla-
mation facilities. All these will cost the taxpayer 
untold £billions, yet there is insufficient study and 
debate about the alternatives to these ap-
proaches, and how the alternatives can deliver 
long term sustainable solutions. Are people trying 
to treat the symptoms while neglecting the root 
causes and problems? 
 
Uncontrolled resource consumption and global 
warming progress unabated, and our political 
processes seem unable to address the problems. 
Scientists warn these are the major global chal-
lenges, but our politicians seem more concerned 
by the so called ‘war on terror’. It’s not just up to 
the politicians to change things—each one of us 
can make a difference. 
What will you say to your grandchildren when the 
rainforests are gone, habitats are destroyed, re-
sources are depleted, the waters are contami-
nated, exposure to sunlight is harmful, and melt-
ing of the ice caps has displaced billions of peo-
ple –  it wasn’t my fault?  
 

Well you may ask what’s all this got to do with 
waste? Waste is linked to almost every human 
activity and energy use - to find real sustainable 
solutions and balanced resource use, we must 
phase out manufacturing things that  cannot be 
reused, recycled or composted. (see ‘Cradle to 
Cradle’ book review in the last issue of Junk Mail) 
 
Our systems create excessive and often needless 
waste and we allow a lack of responsibility by 
individuals, businesses and organisations to-
wards the waste that people create. Strategic 
options do not appear in Government manifestos 
and most people are oblivious to the consulta-
tions, planning and decision making processes. 
What can you do? – become part of the solu-
tion and not part of the problem. 

 
 At the recent DCRN/DCCN Conference a sen-
ior Waste Officer reflected the stance of many 
responsible for delivering Waste Strategies in 
the UK: significant waste reduction is consid-

ered to be ‘utopian’, and Authorities must plan to 
somehow dispose of future projected massive 
amounts of waste. While consultants have costed 
waste disposal options on behalf of LA’s, no com-
parative costings have been done for serious 
waste minimisation options. This position is sadly 
inevitable given the Government’s fundamentally 
flawed stance on waste minimisation and its re-
sistance to legislate. 
 
Junk Mail has decided to highlight some steps 
which could accelerate the cultural shift in waste 
and recycling in the UK. Junk Mail believes that 
with the right legislation, investment, incentives 
and penalties, waste arisings could be reduced 
by at least 10%, and recycling could achieve 
compatible European levels of 60% - all within a 
relatively short timeframe, with a longer term goal 
of near zero waste. 
  
1. Waste minimisation targets alongside recy-
cling and reuse targets for household and busi-
ness waste, by material as well as by weight. 
2. New laws, taxes and incentives for producer 
responsibility, to reduce packaging, and promote 
closed loop ‘good material’ use and eco-design  
in manufacture. Simple starters include zero-vat 
rate for ‘good’ materials and a pollution and dis-
posal tax for ‘bad’ or harmful materials.  Bottle 
refill and deposit return systems, plastic bag levy 
& junk mail tax. 
3. Compulsory recycling enforcement for house-
holders and businesses – zero tolerance ap-
proach. 
4. Variable charging systems for household 
waste collection with reward and rebate systems 
for home composting, washable nappies, waste 
reduction and recycling. 
5. Common-sense legislation which enables 
optimum environmental outcomes to be achieved, 
rather than a combination of bureaucratic incom-
petence, ‘fudging’ and protection of vested inter-
ests. 
6. Divert the full value of landfill and other envi-
ronmental taxes to finance high recycling with 
appropriate end markets. 
7.  Rapid lead in for bio-fuels, bio-diesels, green 
energy and integrated transport solutions. 

The tide is turning 
Are people trying to treat the symp-

toms while neglecting the root causes 
and problems? 

we must phase out manufacturing 
things that  cannot be reused, recy-

cled or composted.  
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 All sorts of solutions are being tried out around 
the world with many Authorities adopting zero 
waste goals, but the UK lags behind.  
Examples include free chickens for household-
ers in Flanders to reduce cooked food waste, 
supermarket packaging return systems in Ger-
many, very expensive waste collection but free 

recycling collections in Switzerland, Ireland’s 10p 
plastic bag levy and high landfill tax, no doorstep 
refuse collections in many areas of USA (but 
with central bring points for waste segregation). 

 
Richard Gomme 

 

Comprehensive information on what you can  
recycle, where and how is available on:  

 
www.recycledevon.org, including a new map location 

finder to pinpoint recycling facilities near you. 
 

 To donate or buy unwanted furniture,  
appliances and household items for reuse con-

tact your local project –  
 

Exeter and Tiverton – Turntable 01392 202032 
Newton Abbot, Torbay, Sth Hams & West Devon – Re-
furnish (3 branches) 
01626 362313 e-mail:  
refurnish@devonfurnitureforum.co.uk. 
 
Plymouth – Resettlement , 80 Union St, 01752 217046 
North Devon & Torridge – 
 South Molton Recycle 01769 573081 
Ilfracombe area – TLC 01271 866315 
Barnstaple area – Jigsaw 01271 322013 
East Devon – Recycling in Ottery 01404 815825 
Chagford area – Proper Job 01647 432985  
email: compost@properjob.eclipse.co.uk 
 

 To donate or buy Computer equipment 
 
 RecycleWorld, 01752 662050 email: 
liz@lamprecycle.co.uk 
 

 For kerbside recycling boxes, bring banks, 
and bulky household waste collection contact 

your District Council. 
 
Exeter: 01392 665023  
East Devon: 01395 516160  
Mid Devon: 01884 234917  
North Devon: 01271 388865 
South Hams: 01803 861234 
Teignbridge: 01626 361101 
Torbay: 01803 207750 
Torridge: 01237 428892 
West Devon: 01822 813600 
Plymouth: 01752 408408 
 

 For Recycling Centre queries  
or special wastes contact Devon County Council 
01392 382000. 

Freecycle www.freecycle.org 
 

Everyday, people around the globe are joining to-
gether in a grassroots recycling movement that bene-
fits both the environment and their pockets. The Free-
cycle Network™ started in May 2003 in Tucson, Ari-
zona, and now reaches nearly three thousand com-
munities in more than fifty countries. 
 
The idea is simple: you give away for free what you 
have and don’t need and you receive for free what 
you need, but don’t have. This ‘free cycle’ of goods 
keeps lots of useful stuff out of landfill sites and is 
about thinking globally and recycling locally. 
 
In the UK, there are dozens of Freecycle™ communi-
ties - from Aberdeen to the Wyre Forest - which vary 
in size from thousands of people taking part in Lon-
don, to just a handful in Hertford. It’s open to charities 
and not-for-profit organisations as well as groups of 
individuals. 
 
All you need to do is:  

• visit the Freecycle™ website; 
• locate your local community; 
• go to their web page, and 
• click on the ‘Join This Group’ button. 

Each community is moderated by a volunteer and you 
can also start your own community if you like. There 
are helpful instructions on the website. 
 
When you have something you no longer need - be it 
a sofa, a video recorder or an old bath - you simply 
send an email and offer it to the people in your Free-
cycle™ group. You get their responses and get to 
choose a new home for your old gear. 
 
When you’re on the lookout for something, you re-
spond to emails you like the sound of, and if you’re 
lucky, you’ll be asked to go and pick it up for free. 
 
There are clear rules: everything must be free, legal 
and appropriate for all ages and there are some good 
manners that need to be practised. Apart from that, 
it’s about creating a community that wants to help 
each other while helping the environment. 

Queries about waste minimisation, 
recycling, composting, reuse, waste? And 

Freecycling! 
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The 4th Joint Annual Conference of DCRN & 
DCCN was held on 29th June at the Boniface 
Centre, Crediton. Delegates had perhaps the 
most highbrow conference to date with specialist 
presentations on cutting edge developments in 
composting, bulky household waste and reuse, 
and raising awareness of recycling. 
 

Lewis Herbert, highly re-
garded as one of the UK’s 
top waste researchers and 
leading thinkers in the field, 
gave an in depth and ex-
pert presentation on find-
ings from cutting edge UK 
and international research 
on recycling bulky house-
hold waste.  
 
Also high on the bill, Emily 
Richardson from ECT Ltd 
presented findings from 
Somerset’s innovative 
kerbside collection of 
kitchen waste, where 
kitchen scraps are col-
lected source separated 
alongside dry recyclables 
and put in different contain-
ers on the same vehicle. 
Dramatic results have in-
cluded recycling rates of 
well over 50%, a significant 
reduction in overall waste 

put out by the householder, and a rise in the cap-
ture rate of dry recyclables. The system has been 
received well by householders who like the 
weekly collection of kitchen waste. However, 
cardboard must be separately collected with this 
system. 

This approach contrasted with that taken in 
Devon, with a fortnightly collection of mixed gar-
den, cardboard and kitchen waste in wheeled 
bins. Hot summer spells have led to many com-
plaints from householders about smells and flies 
from the food waste. 
As a result many 
householders will 
have put kitchen 
waste in the residual 
rubbish to avoid the 
fortnight wait. Even 
so, figures for the 
Devon areas show 
an impressive recy-
cling rate, due to the 
large amounts of 

material now col-
lected from the kerb-
side. 
 
Conference Question 
Time debate centred 
around this topic. 
Devon County Coun-
cil’s Waste Head Ben Jennings presented a ro-

bust defence of the 
Devon approach and felt 
that improving quality 
results from the Heath-
field IVC Composting 
plant and recycling rates 
in the wheeled bin areas 
vindicated the Devon 
approach. A question on 
whether he supported 
charging by weight for 
residual waste if Govern-
ment allowed it, drew the 
answer that ‘it has merit’. 
 
The latest on waste 
awareness campaigning 
came from an update by 
Sarah Gray on Cornwall 
Waste Action’s ‘Recycle 
for Cornwall’ initiative. 

The campaign has run alongside WRAP’s 
‘Recycle Now’ push. Thousands of doorstep sur-
veys have been undertaken with road-shows and 
other events to raise waste awareness, and re-
sults will underline lessons learned in the similar 
‘Don’t Let Devon Go To Waste’ campaign. 
 
Reports from local groups included St Georges 
Church recycling in Tiverton, where dedicated 
volunteers divert all sorts of things for recycling 

Lewis Herbert 

Emily Richardson  

Conference 2005 

Ben Jennings  
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and reuse working with the public, charity shops 
and voluntary organisations, including items for the 
‘Christmas Shoebox’ scheme, where deprived chil-
dren abroad receive a box of gifts from children in 
the UK. Phil Foggit and Otter Rotters Composters 
have been busy expanding their collections and 
operations in East Devon following a CRED grant 
award. Proper Job are to launching a zero waste 
project taking on  the  rural waste skips where un-
segregated waste disposal continues unabated, 
and Mid Devon Community Recycling are ex-
panding to 100% kerbside coverage and includ-

ing plastic bottles and tetra-paks in the collec-
tions. 
 
Mark Walton of SWCRN gave an overview of 
regionalisation, which has been part of DE-
FRA’s £4m Community Sector Support Pro-
gramme. 
DCRN passed a resolution to adopt Ltd Com-
pany status at its AGM/EGM. 
 
25 feedback forms returned by delegates indi-
cated an excellent day had been had. Thanks 
to all those who travelled, help, spoke and con-
tributed to a very worthwhile day. 
          Richard Gomme 

Tom Hills (above) , a local fundraising ex-
pert outlined the ‘OAR service’ of organisa-
tion assessment and review to benefit pro-

jects, and engaged delegates in listing 
sources of possible funding for projects. 

Liz Poulter—Don’t let Devon 
go to Waste supremo 

Mark Walton SWCRN (left) chatting to Andy 
Moore CRN co-ordinator—conference chairman 

And the food! Provided by Tom Cull, of Dartmoor Kitchen at 
Whiddon Down - always a winner—two people missed out on it 

because they went  to walk their dogs first. Sorry guys but  
perhaps there is a lesson to be learnt there! 11 
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Heathfield Composting Plant Opens 
 THE LATEST 
weapon in 
Devon County 
Council’s cam-
paign to reduce 
waste was 
launched along-
side the Coun-
cil’s plan for 
waste manage-
ment until 2035. 
 
 The County 
Council and 
Viridor Waste 
Management  
marked the start 
of the national 
‘Big Recycle’ 
week with the 
official opening 
of the new in-
vessel compost-
ing plant adja-
cent to the 
Heathfield land-
fill site, Newton 
Abbot on Mon-
day 27th June by 
the Chairman of 
the County Council, Councillor Des Shadrick. 
  
The event  also saw the launch of the Council’s Municipal 
Waste Management Strategy for Devon until 2035. 
 
 The in-vessel composting facility is part of a successful 
bid by The Composting Partnership for £5.6million from 
Defra’s Waste Minimisation and Recycling Fund to imple-
ment kerbside collection of organic waste from over 

120,000 households in Mid Devon, South Hams and 
Teignbridge District Council areas and build two in-vessel 
composting facilities. 
 
 In addition the partnership, which is made up of a num-
ber of key organisations, successfully bid for a further 
£239,800 from WRAP to implement a communications 
plan across the three district council partners – Mid 
Devon, South Hams and Teignbridge. 

 
 Heathfield in-vessel composting plant 
is the first of a network of facilities that 
will be required in Devon to recycle 
biodegradable waste such as food and 
garden waste throughout the county 
and enable the Council to achieve the 
increasingly tough recycling and com-
posting targets set by the Government 
and the European Union. 
 
 Composting about 25,000 tonnes a 
year, the facility was built by Cam-
bridge Recycling Services Ltd and is 
operated by Viridor. The compost pro-
duced will be initially used for land 
restoration in the surrounding areas. 
 

Pam Newby  

Inside the plant     —      photo by Nicky Scott 


