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Hooray—DCCN and DCRN now have 
administration support in the form of Jan 
Freeman. (contact her on dcrn-
ccn@hotmail.com)  
We will soon be working together in an 
office on the Proper Job site in Chagford. 
She will now be your first point of 
contact hopefully for both networks.  
You can now access the JUNK MAIL 
archives (and in glorious Colour!) on 
both the DCCN & the DCRN websites. 

This is the 2nd issue in the new A5 
format and we’ve had very positive 
feedback and hope you like it too. 
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 Phil Hope MP, the minister for the 
third sector, recently visited two Devon 
community ‘waste’ organisations as 
part of a drive to identify the issues 
facing social enterprises and the 
barriers that are slowing their 
business development. His tour took 
him to Proper Job Ltd at Chagford 
(pictured above) and also to Mid 
Devon Community Recycling.   
 

 Phil Hope said, “The South West 
seems to be a natural home for social 
enterprise because its people care 
about their environment and their 
communities. If there is a problem, 
they don’t wait around for someone 
else to fix it, they get on and do it 
themselves. They show that business 
can produce much more than just 
profit, what ever its size. They are now 
taken seriously as the future of 
business, as consumers demand 

ethical practice such as fair trade and 
environmental conservation. Visiting 
the third sector is helping me to learn 
about their specific challenges. I will 
take what I learn back to Westminster 
and see that their concerns are voiced 
and achievements recognised.” 
 

 The Minister spent about an hour and 
a half with each organisation, talking 
to a variety of staff, volunteers and 
managers. 
 

 Ken Orchard, Chief Executive of Mid 
Devon Community Recycling said, “The 
Minister spent a good amount of time 
with us and as well as a tour of the 
operation we were able to have a 
really in depth discussion - particularly 
about contracts. He showed an 
impressive understanding of the 
issues and a determination to ensure 
they are addressed 

Hope for Proper Job 



Apart from a few die hards, Climate 
change is now generally accepted to not 
only be a fact of life but also due to our 
own activities, particularly the burning of 
fossil fuel releasing more carbon dioxide 
into the atmosphere than can be 
naturally recycled.  
 

Many groups have sprung up around the 
County and probably the most pro-active 
of these has been ‘Bovey Climate Action’, 
they are presently involved in a bold 
venture, attempting to buy Seale Hayne 
college and transform it into a climate 
change college—see 
www.climatechangecentre.co.uk/ 
 

Climate action groups are springing up 
all over Devon,: Moretonhampstead, 
Crediton, South Brent, Ashburton, 
Belstone, Ivybridge, Holne, Exbourne and 
Haytor and others.  If you are a Climate 
Change / Transition Town group reading 
this can you please make sure that we 
know about you so that we can add you 
to our contact list.   
 

Bovey Climate Action has invited some of 
these groups to come together for 
various events and the Dartmoor climate 
change circle of 12 groups has been 
formed from that. Representatives  have 
been having constructive meetings with 
the Dartmoor National Park to see how 
community objectives and climate 
change issues can be further 
incorporated into their management plan 
up to 2012 and delivered in partnership.  
 

Also in  parallel initiatives The Local 
Authorities, both County and Districts are 
busy developing Climate Change 
mitigation and adaptation’. DCC’s 
climate change strategy ‘A Warm 

Response’ can be downloaded at: 
www.devon.gov.uk/index/environment/c
limatechange/climate-strategy.htm 
There is an executive summary to get a 
handle on it.  
However, there is a real need for a 
Community Climate Change Strategy, 
which focuses on what we as 
communities and action groups want to 
do, what changes we want to see, and 
what we want from LA’s and the planning 
system for example. This may hit on 
some uncomfortable issues such as 
ownership, empowerment, money and 
resources. We need a co-ordinated 
strategy with our own aims, objectives, 
and targets with programmes which 
deserve to be properly funded and 
resourced. These can then sit alongside 
LA Strategic, Management and Action 
Plans.  
 

At the moment all the groups operate 
voluntarily, DCC has one climate change 
officer who is fully occupied with in 
house ‘greening up’ initiatives, and the 
Districts don’t have specific climate 
change officers at all. So it has to be 
asked how the massive cross cutting 
changes that are required are going to 
come about with such scant resources? 
 

Finally we have 
Devon Association 
for Renewable 
Energy look at the 
DARE website – 
www.devondare.org 
or contact the DARE 
office for information 
on all the incredible 
work they are doing 
on  
01837 89200. 

New groups on the Block  
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You will notice that this issue of the 
Junk Mail has lots of book reviews 
scattered throughout. All of the books 
are really worth getting hold of but this 
one is a practical guide to community 
action, distilled from years of practice 
and teaching by Rob.  If you were lucky 
enough to have seen Rob speaking at 
our conference last year then I’m sure 
you will want to go out and get a copy 
of this book. If you are engaged or are 
thinking of engaging in community 
action in your town or village, get a 
copy of this book. It’s packed full of 
really useful practical advice on how to 
run sessions to involve your 
community. I particularly like the 
concept of running an ‘Open Space’ 

event -”whoever comes 
are the right people, 
whatever happens is 
the only thing that could 
have. Whenever it starts 
is the right time & when 
it’s over it’s over.”  
Many events, like conferences are 
frustrating because you very often 
cannot fully explore the issues you 
want and you find the most productive 
times happening in the coffee break 
and at lunchtime. The Open Space and 
other ideas explored in the book 
extend the coffee break interactions to 
fill the whole session!  
 

Rob starts the book with a very clear 
and well researched explanation of 
Peak Oil. In a nutshell we live on a 
Planet which has finite resources. Our 
extraction and use of oil has grown 
and grown to the point where we are, 
around about now in 2008, using more 
than ever—but we have also hit the 
‘peak’ extraction rate after which it can 
only start to decline and we must plan 
our descent away from being so energy 
dependent. Climate Change groups 
often do not embrace the ‘peak oil’ 
challenge and Rob argues that we 
must be aware of both issues being so 
intertwined and interrelated that it is 
meaningless to consider them each on 
their own.  
 

So much to say about this book and so 
little space—I would urge every 
community group to order copies as 
soon as possible and start expanding 
your sphere of operations. 
 

Nicky Scott 

    
The Transition HandbookThe Transition HandbookThe Transition HandbookThe Transition Handbook  - from Oil 
dependency to local resilience, by 
Rob Hopkins—founder of the 
Transition movement—published by 
Green Books at £12.95—see 
www.greenbooks.co.uk  
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Compost Interpretation Compost Interpretation Compost Interpretation Compost Interpretation     
 
The National Trust asked Devon 
Community Composting Network if 
they would help them with designing 
a set of 'interpretation’ boards to be 
used in three of their properties 
piloting food waste composting. Our 
intrepid artist Bob Gale rose to the 
challenge and has produced a set of 
colour drawings and the boards have 
now been produced to be used at 
three properties: Cotehele, Nymans 
and Wallington. Further more now 
they are happy for DCCN to use the 
images and the boards as they see 
fit. The only requirements are that a) 
we remove the National Trust 
‘header’ on the boards and b) that 
we credit the National Trust. So if 
any schools or community projects 
want to set up a demonstration area 
with interpretation boards we can 
adapt these boards easily to suit 

your needs and all you will have to 
do is pay for the boards and printing.  

 

6666    

newsnewsnewsnewsnewsnewsnewsnewsnewsnewsnews
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Composter wins awardComposter wins awardComposter wins awardComposter wins award    

    
Nicky Scott was literally 
flabbergasted, (yes my gast did 
turn to flabber) when he was 
awarded the title of 
‘Environmental Champion’ at the 
DEBI (Devon Environmental 
Business) awards on the 22 Nov 
at the Met office Exeter , 
especially as he was nominated 
by Clare Moakes from the 
Environment Agency - for the 
whole gory story look at the DEBI 
website on  www.debi-online.org.uk 
 
The overall winners were Higher 
Wiscombe, who were entered in the 
sustainable tourism category.  This 
self-catering holidays business has 
already won an impressive array of  
‘green’ awards, if only more tourist 
businesses followed their exemplary 
lead.  
 

 
 
Other winners were: Otter brewery—
in the ‘Greening Devon’ category, the 
judges were impressed by their 
attention to all aspects of the 
business from the reed bed  waste 
water treatment, to the restoration 
work on the buildings and the 
inclusion of all the local staff in their 
round the table lunchtime plans and 
discussions.  
Becton Dickinson is a large firm in 
Plymouth producing 40 million units 
of products per week. It now 
employs a full-time energy engineer 

whose job it is to reduce energy use 
and reduce carbon emissions; they 
won the Low Carbon Category . 
 
The River Dart Country Park won the 
Renewable Energy category for their 
restoration of a derelict hydro-
geration system which has cut their 
summer electricity bills from £4,000 
a month to £240. 

newsnewsnewsnewsnewsnewsnewsnewsnewsnewsnews

Nicky Scott (left) with his wife Yuli Somme Nicky Scott (left) with his wife Yuli Somme Nicky Scott (left) with his wife Yuli Somme Nicky Scott (left) with his wife Yuli Somme     

Becton DickinsonBecton DickinsonBecton DickinsonBecton Dickinson    



8888    

Big Earth BookBig Earth BookBig Earth BookBig Earth Book    
    
 

James Bruges James Bruges James Bruges James Bruges     
Published in 2007 at  £25 byPublished in 2007 at  £25 byPublished in 2007 at  £25 byPublished in 2007 at  £25 by    
Fragile Earth Fragile Earth Fragile Earth Fragile Earth –––– an imprint of Alastair  an imprint of Alastair  an imprint of Alastair  an imprint of Alastair 
Sawday publishing Co Ltd Sawday publishing Co Ltd Sawday publishing Co Ltd Sawday publishing Co Ltd     
 
 In 2000 James Bruges produced the 
‘Little Earth Book’, this book is largely a 
re-packaging of that most excellent little 
book. James pleads with us at the 
beginning of the book not to skip the 
chapters on economics…... ‘hardly the 
most seductive of subjects. A faulty 
money system is at the root of most of 
our problems.’ 
I’ve never been great at understanding 
economics and I must admit my feeble 
brain doesn’t retain the information that 
James very clearly and succinctly lays 
out.  What I do understand is that the 
whole economic system is a pack of 
cards which should really only exist in 
Alice in Wonderland.  
 

 “The Global Economy is a fragile house 
of cards. No one can understand every 
part of it. The financial sector likes to 
keep it that way. It adds card after card 
to the crazy structure, making it more 
and more complicated and extracting 

more and more profits.’” (page 75 BEB)  
 

 What I do understand though is that 
the system relies on a) ever growing 
profits, constant growth, – which means 
exploitation of people and the 
environment b) people buying more and 
more stuff which has inbuilt 
obsolescence – nowhere is this so clear 
as in the world of computers which go 
out of date at a frightening speed. 
Remember floppy discs? They seem like 
real relics – I cannot even access data I 
have stored on floppies. (I’m most 
grateful to Moira Jamieson from 
Chudleigh Rotters for alerting me to the 
website www.storyofstuff.com – this 
website has a little film which explains a 
lot of the above in a very clear way)  
 

 What is most shocking about reading 
these chapters is how blatantly the 
World Bank and the IMF have forced 
the so called ‘Third World’ countries to 
pay back debts (having urged them to 
take them out in the first place) 
incurred whilst having to conform to 
World Bank rules set to favour, primarily 
the USA.  
“In 1986, president Thomas Sankara of 
Burkino Faso urged the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) to club together and 
repudiate their debt. ‘If we do not pay, 
the money-lenders certainly will not die 
of it; if on the other hand, we do pay, we 
shall, with equal certainty, die,’ he said. 
‘If Burkino Faso is alone in refusing to 
pay the debt, I will not be present at the 
next conference.’  The OAU did not act 
together. Later that year Sankara was 
assassinated. Since then, not a single 
African head of state has dared to urge 
the repudiation of debt.”      

Nicky ScottNicky ScottNicky ScottNicky Scott    
More books on pages 5 &  12     
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 Now imagine a future where 
surplus materials, trade or 
household are collected and 
sorted in reuse ‘megayards’ and 
‘supercentres’, and form a vital 
part of integrated resource 
management, low carbon 
building methods, and low 
carbon living. 
    

 The construction sector has a 
huge challenge to reduce its 
carbon emissions, utilize 

materials and build in much 
more sustainable ways, and 
move towards ‘one planet living'. 
However, the industry does claim 
to recycle 67% of its waste - but 
recycling in the construction 
sector is largely down-cycling – 
bricks are pulverized into 
aggregate, wood is chipped up 
for single use chipboard or 
mulch, metals may be melted 
down, and plaster has been used 
as a soil conditioner.  

Building Material Reuse Centres. 

Between 15 and 30% of new 
building materials are wasted due 
to over-ordering, poor storage and 
product damage.  
 

Add to this the huge amount of 
other construction and demolition 
waste and you arrive at the 

staggering figure of 109 million 
tones of C&D waste each year, 
equivalent to 32% of the total UK 
waste stream.  
 

That equates to 23% of the UK’s 
total carbon footprint, and 30% of 
freight transport. 

Continues over page 
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 But work is now underway evaluating 
the potential to increase reuse of 
demolition and surplus new materials 
through ‘megayards’, ‘consolidation 
centres’ and Building Material Reuse 
Centres, run as social enterprises, 
where job training in de-construction 
and building trades can play an 
important role in providing social 
benefits alongside reuse. 
Consolidation centres act as material 
bulking points on large developments 
which in turn can feed into 
‘megayards’ – large 2nd hand 
warehouses where materials are 
resold or diverted for reuse through 
social partnerships such as with 
Housing Associations.  
In the UK this is within the context of 
large scale regeneration projects such 
as the Tees Valley in NE England and 
the huge numbers of new homes 
required to be built across the country 
over the next few years. Architects are 
also beginning to specify reused 
materials more widely in some of their 
designs (see ZedBed project). Local 
Authorities and Planners also have a 
large role to play in promoting 
sustainable procurement and 
specification in their contracts and 
permissions, in conjunction with 
various support agencies such as 
NISP whose role is to link businesses 
and other players. 
The idea already works successfully in 
America, where there are over 150 
BMR Centres operating as self 
sustaining social enterprises with 
annual turnovers of between £60k - 
£250,000 per annum. They are 
located in prominent downtown areas 

with easy access and are well 
supported by users. Social 
entrepreneurs with the right expertise 
are needed to take up challenges like 
this in the UK. 
 
 In summary, BMRC’s would reduce 
landfill, convert recycling tonnes to 
reuse, create employment, training 
and other social benefits, be part of 
an educational and behavioral shift to 
resource efficiency, and reduce 
carbon emissions. 
 
An example of one element of this 
work in the UK is BioRegional who are 
playing a key role during the 
demolition process for the London 
Olympics, where 180 buildings need 
go. They are promoting a reclamation 
led approach to demolition, surveying 
buildings and identifying materials 
that can be reclaimed and estimating 
CO2 savings. 
 
The South West has 
www.wasteinterchange.co.uk where 
recyclable and reusable materials 
wants and offers can be posted by 
businesses.  
 
Work is also underway in the East of 
England, where a business reuse 
project called ‘Resource Saver’ aims 
to match commercial donors of 
surplus goods and items with 
recipients in the community sector. 
Large companies such as Argos, M&S 
and B&Q are using the scheme.  
However Government policy could 
shift a lot further to encourage 
widespread take-up of ideas such as 

Continued at the foot of opposite page 
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these, including a proper price for 
carbon, reuse targets for materials, 
tax concessions such as zero vat on 
reuse, market incentives and other 
drivers such as higher landfill tax. 
More info is available from the DCRN 
coordinator who recently attended a 
workshop in Cambridge on this 

subject. 
Links: 
www.oneplanetliving.org 
www.bioregional.com 
www.zerocarbonbritain.com 
www.salvo.co.uk – architectural 
salvage 
www.wrap.org.uk  

Continued from page 10 

Every student in University Halls of 
Residence generates between 10-20 kg 
of reusable items per year, including 
stationery, kitchen appliances, books, 
clothes and bedding. Often these things 
are left behind and thrown away at the 
end of term, although many are in very 
good condition. 
Exeter University is involved in a project 
to divert reusable items from landfill 
from student halls. Items are donated 
to local community organisations and / 
or stored and sold back at low cost to 
new students. Pilots in London have 
been in place since 1999, and in 2006 
20 tonnes of reusable items were 
diverted in 23 participating halls of 
residence.  
 

Stephanie, a student at Exeter 
University dreams of a campus where 
no one need use wasteful disposable 
cups, but carries their own spacious 
travel mug. Her Green Society 
campaign aims to get travel mugs sold 

and promoted on campus with a 
discount offered on hot beverages 
when students use their own mugs. The 
student's Guild has snapped up this 
idea, with John Cox welfare officer 
bringing these plans into the 
environmental policy meetings. 
Stephanie was involved with a similar 
very effective campaign at her previous 
University;  The University of Toronto. 
Green Society also hopes for 
improvements in recycling facilities on 
campus. Chris Duke president of Green 
Society says "I regularly receive emails 
from students concerned about the low 
level of recycling facilities on campus, 
and these concerns have really gone up 
since Biffa took the recycling contract. 
This year, several dozen students have 
expressed similar concerns to me 
independent of each other." Find out 
more about Exeter University's Green 
Society's activities at 
http://exetergreensoc.blogspot.com/ 

Don’t be a mug  
Be a student 
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Feeding people is easy 

Colin Tudge 2007 

Pari publishing at £9.99  

 
This is such a brilliant book! 
I read everything on food and food 
politics and Colin Tudge’s latest 
book should be required reading for 
all politicians and decision makers.  
Take this bit on cheap food.  
 
“For in truth, there is no such thing 
as cheap food. If chickens ever sell 
in the supermarkets for 50p a 
pound as they often do, or tins of 
fruit are offered at three for the price 
of two, then we can be sure that 
some person or society or animal or 

landscape, somewhere along the 
supply chain, is being screwed. 
Some farmer is working for less than 
the cost of production; his workers 
are paid slave-wages; the animals 
are packed in cages, with the lights 
dimmed and a body full of growth 
promoters; some hillside is being 
eroded, some forest felled, some 
river polluted – and all the creatures 
who used to live on those hills and 
forests and rivers, and all the people 
who enjoyed them and made their 
living from them, are being swept 
aside. Or, as Britain’s epidemics of 
BSE and FMD demonstrated, 
farming is being run on a wing and a 
prayer. Or as often is the case when 
supermarkets seem sometimes to 
give the goods away, some market 
ploy is a foot, destined to put some 
market trader out of work.  The food 
is cheap only because, for various 
reasons, the true costs are not 
taken into account. Who picks up 
the bill for the local fisherman when 
a prawn farm wipes out the 
mangroves, where the fish breed?  
Who cares? But somebody, 
somewhere, is suffering; and sooner 
or later all of us will be picking up 
the bill.” 

12121212    
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This is exactly the message we all 
need to hear. Jules Pretty from the 
University of East Anglia has been 
researching the real cost of food for 
years and I wrote a review of his 
book  ‘the Living Land’ ‘the Living Land’ ‘the Living Land’ ‘the Living Land’ (published by 
Earthscan for £12.99 in 1998) which 
details the various ways in which 
food prices are kept down, but in fact 
we pay in many hidden ways.  For 
example, farmers do not pay for the 
pollution caused when soluble 
fertilizers have to cleaned up after 
they have been washed into water 
systems.  This is a massive cost 
which is passed on to all of us when 
we pay our water bills.  The drive for 
maximising profits has become the 
goal and mega corporations operate 
on a global scale. And of course the 
first cost to be cut is often the 
workforce. If the job can be done by a 
machine by one person why employ 
more. But if you look at the situation 
in terms of energy inputs and out 
puts, you find ‘that traditional farms 
making no use of artificial fertilizers 
and pesticides, in general they 
produce about 10 kcalories of food 
energy for every one kcal of energy 
expended on the cultivation’ (this 
section is taken from and  is slightly 
edited from Colin’s book). But in 
modern industrialized farms the 
equation is typically the other way 
around: 10kcals are expended, 
largely in the form of fossil fuel, for 
every one that is created in the form 
of food energy. In terms of energy out 

versus energy in, therefore, the 
traditional systems are about 100 
times more efficient.’  
 
Colin, his wife and various friends 
and associates are currently  
seeking to establish the "Trust for 
Enlightened Agriculture": in effect, 
a people's buy-out of the world's 
food supply chain. One of the 
preliminary steps must be to 
identify other groups/ individuals 
moving in the same general 
direction. I went to see Colin talking 
in Exeter recently, about trees, and 
I managed to have a quick word 
with him afterwards and as Devon 
Community Composting Network’s 
co-ordinator I have already 
expressed an interest in this 
project. 
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 I thought it was about time I tried to 
write down what I actually get up to on 
your behalf as Devon’s Community 
Composting Network co-ordinator. 
I do have to write reports to committee 
which you could trawl through the DCC 
website for and look at but they are 
pretty dry stuff! 
 

Indian LinksIndian LinksIndian LinksIndian Links    

    
I was sent a link to a website by a friend 
recently (www.dailydump.org ) have a 
look it’s great and has good U Tube little 
film. I wrote to Poonam in Bangalore and 
found out that she was visiting London so 
I went to say hello and compare notes. 
Poonam has developed a system using 
ceramic pots which look very nice – and 
they also have a service team of 
composters who can visit your house 
regularly and do all the hard work for you, 
or you just get your maid or servant to do 
it all for you!  It’s a very different world in 
India, and Bangalore is a very fast 
growing city. One of the big problems is 

that the landfill is pretty much 
unregulated and the political system of 
the city is almost feudal, the waste 
management is undertaken by a couple 
of families, basically the equivalent of the 
mafia. So Poonam is ok as long as she 
doesn’t get too big or they will want some 
of the action. 
 

 BioBioBioBio----Nova reactor Nova reactor Nova reactor Nova reactor     
    

A group of ‘waste anoraks’ including 
councillors and officers went on a 
‘jolly’ to see the food waste digestion 
machine at Exeter motorway services. 
All the businesses producing food 
waste put it through this machine; 
which can process about a tonne a 
week. The machine costs £25,000 
and needs three phase electricity. The 
one we saw is one of the smallest 
models on the market. A secret mix of 
micro-organisms is added and they are 
busy eating away the food at the front 

end of the machine in temperatures 
around the 70 degree C mark. Paddles 
stir the food waste around – nothing else 
is added – no sawdust or woodchip etc. 
The material is pushed through a metal 
mesh roughly 2cm square gaps, into a 
second chamber where it is dried out and 
exits the machine, the whole process 
takes 48 – 72 hours. By this stage it 
looked and smelt like coffee grounds 
(mind you a lot of coffee grounds go in 
the front end). The manufactures claim 
you can use the processed material as: 
animal food; top dressing; soil improver 
or bio fuel – apparently it has a calorific 
value higher than wood.  
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 A new "standardized" packaging logo 
which aims to make it easier for 
consumers to recycle has been 
suggested by the retail industry and 
WRAP. 
 

 The British Retail Consortium and the 
Waste and Resources Action 
Programme (WRAP), has now put its 
proposal out to consultation with 
councils, manufacturers, retailers and 
government, to make sure it will be 
widely accepted. 
 

 If all goes to according to plan, the 
Consortium and WRAP aim to have the 
new, voluntary labelling system 
incorporated into packaging products 
by the New Year. 
Logo 
 

 Based on the Recycle Now 
campaign's "swoosh" branding, the 
logo is based on three different 
symbols indicating how likely it is that 
the material can be recycled by the 
local authority area in which the 
consumer lives. 
 

      

* The first will indicate it is "widely 
recyclable" which means more than 
65% of local authorities can collect it 
for recycling. For example, tins, cans 
and cardboard. 
    * The second means residents 
should "check locally" as only 20 to 
65% of local authorities will offer a 
service to recycle it. For example, 
aluminium foil. 
    * The third symbol advises that the 
material is "not currently recycled" as 
less than 20% of local authorities will 
provide services. For example, yoghurt 
pots and plastic film.  
 By streamlining the current range of 
symbols and messages on packaging 
to produce a standardised logo, the 
Consortium hopes to tackle the 
increasing "frustration" from 
consumers who do not know which 
types of packaging they can recycle. 
 

 It also hopes to reduce contamination 
of recyclables with non-recyclables, as 
well as encourage a move towards 
recycling materials which are presently 
sent to landfill 

Retailers propose logo to Retailers propose logo to Retailers propose logo to Retailers propose logo to     
make recycling easiermake recycling easiermake recycling easiermake recycling easier 
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An expensive way to process food 
waste or an idea who’s time has come? 
Read on. 
 

 Compost Doctors programme.Compost Doctors programme.Compost Doctors programme.Compost Doctors programme.    
 

I’ve been a ‘Compost Doctor for a while 
now (see www.compostdoctors.org.uk/)  
 

This is a DEFRA funded project looking 
at business waste food composting. We 
are looking at a range of different 
technologies for different situations. 

I’m particularly interested 
in the small scale, low 
tech solutions but we 
have all kinds of ideas 
being trialled around the 
Country including all 
three major in-vessel 
compost machines, i.e. 
the Rocket  see 
www.quickcompost.co.uk 
the Jora 5100and the 
Jora 270 see 
www.smartsoil.co.uk  
And also the Big Hanna 
see www.bighanna.co.uk  
We also have various 
one’s we’ve designed or 
ideas we are trying out 
ourselves from using 
agricultural machinery – 
the Keenan mixer wagon, 

to large scale tumbling machines and 
my one (Scotty’s Hot Box – made by the 
worm research centre – see schools 
under the smartsoil website) 
 
This project is still running so it’s too 
early to come up with firm conclusions, 
nevertheless some of the findings are 
being used, particularly in schools.  We 
are also developing a business model 
so that when the funding ends we can 
hopefully continue to develop our 
ideas.  
 

Nicky Scott 

Idea for a potential 
compost exhibition 
at the Eden project 
(or elsewhere) drawn 
up from an idea of 
Nicky’s by Bob Gale  


