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Apologies for the late arrival of this JUNK MAIL—
We keep trying to get it out on time but somehow 
life and work seem to conspire to eat up all avail-
able time! I’ve been more busy than ever with the 
roll out of the schools project and Richard never 

seems to have a moment to spare either. At least 

we are not sitting around twiddling our thumbs. If 
you would like to get involved in the JUNK MAIL 
we are more than happy to accommodate you. 

Just get in touch .    Nicky Scott 
 

This Junk Mail  was mostly written by Nicky Scott & 
Richard Gomme (DCRN) and prepared for printing 
by Nicky Scott  (DCCN) with illustrations from Bob 
Gale (Proper Job!) & photos by Nicky Scott.   
 

Please send copy—pictures—drawings or ideas for 
drawings for Bob to develop to: 
Richard Gomme,  Devon Community Recycling Net-
work, Chapel Cottage, Thorn, Chagford, Devon 
TQ 13 8DX 
Web www.dcrn.org.uk  
 T:  01647 433872—E: info@dcrn.org.uk 
 
Or Nicky Scott Devon Community Composting Net-
work, 8 Meldon Road, Chagford, Devon TQ13 8BG 
T: 01647 432880—E: nicky.scott@devon.gov.uk 
Web—www.dccn.org.uk 
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Editorial 

Reuse, so far so good... 
 
In 2005-06 more than 18,500 items of furni-
ture,  and 4,750 bulky household electrical  

appliances (white goods) or 445 tonnes and 
114 tonnes respectively, were collected and 
distributed for reuse by Devon Furniture Reuse 
projects. In addition thousands of other house-
hold items are redistributed by the projects but 
are not recorded. 
There are now 12 registered groups in Devon, 
covering all districts except parts of mid Devon, 
and other projects such as the Hospice net-
work and YMCA that also redistribute reuse 
items. 
What is the value of the reuse social economy 
in Devon? If one were to evaluate the turnover 
of all charity shops, furniture reuse projects 
and other social businesses working in reuse, 
and the further potential, it is undoubtedly sig-
nificant. This surely demands greater coopera-
tion, strategic planning and partnership work-
ing to benefit everyone.  
 
But who, Junk Mail asks, is willing to and capa-
ble of coordinating that? 

It is estimated that residual household waste contains approximately 2% of items 
suitable for reuse. So out of Devon’s total waste arisings of 573,000 tonnes per  

annum, that’s approximately 11,460 tonnes of reuse items going to landfill every year 
– what a waste! 

Fact Box: Only 10% of discarded clothing 
and textiles are diverted for reuse – that 
leaves 20,600 tonnes in residual waste. 

Waste audits have revealed much of this is 
suitable for reuse. 
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Local Groups news 

 
 

 
 Plymouth 

The Resettlement 
Agency 

 
 
 

Plymouth’s Resettlement Agency has opened a 
new furniture reuse shop near to their existing 
shop in Union St, Plymouth. This will enable 
them to expand their current sales and collection 
and supply operations. Reuse items are col-
lected free. The Resettlement Agency works 
closely with Plymouth Social Services and other 
housing agencies in furnishing ‘voids’ and empty 
houses for clients in need, often people made 
homeless at short notice. The Agency also helps 
people with employment rehabilitation, aiming to 
provide worthwhile jobs in the collection, repair, 
refurbishment and redistribution of unwanted 
goods.  
Contact: The Resettlement Agency, 80 Union St, 
Plymouth Phone:01752 217046 
 
 

 
Devon Furniture Forum 

 
Devon Furniture Forum have also opened two 
new furniture reuse shops. Refurnish West 
Devon, based on Tavistock’s Plymouth Rd will 
cover a wide area of West Devon for the collec-
tion and distribution of unwanted furniture, white 
goods appliances and reuse items. Refurnish Sth 
Hams is at Bittaford, Ivybridge, in part of the re-
furbishment warehouse where white goods are 
reconditioned. The project will serve the South 
Hams area in conjunction with Refurnish Totnes. 
Items are collected free, and resold at low cost.  
Contacts: DFF Refurnish: 
www.devonfurnitureforum.co.uk 
Newton Abbot: Brunel Rd Industrial Estate, 
Forde Rd 01626 362313 
West Devon: 150 Plymouth Rd, Tavistock 01822 
618822 
Totnes, Wills Rd, Industrial Estate: 01626 
362313 
South Hams: Units 4&5 Redlake Trading Estate, 
Bittaford, Ivybridge  01752 897311 
   

  
Recycle World 

 
Recycle World successfully refurbishes and recy-
cles computer equipment and lamps from their 
base in St Judes, Plymouth. The successful pro-
ject has had to resort to petitions and campaign-
ing in an attempt to keep their premises. Exeter 
Diocese owns The Church Chambers in which 
the workshops are located, but have plans to sell 
off the building for housing development. 
Broadband compatible systems start from £99, 
Dell P3 & P4 systems at £150. Monitors, key-
boards and peripherals can be purchased sepa-
rately. 
Contact:  
Recycle World, Church Chambers, 105 Grenville 
Rd, St Judes, Plymouth 01752 662050  
www.recycleworld.co.uk 
Sales stand: 196 Plymouth Pannier Mkt, City 
Centre, Plymouth 
 
  

 Proper Job, Chagford. 
 
An open day was held in early September to 
raise awareness and encourage participation in 
reuse, recycling and composting. Where else can 
you bring and buy most reuse items, drop off 
your garden clippings, recycle up to 18 different 
materials, and pick up some compost, plants or 
organic produce? Reuse lines include books, 
clothes, timber, DIY, salvage and building materi-
als, furniture, bric-a-brac etc. Recycling lines in-
clude sheet glass, cabling, foil, timber, segre-
gated metal types, cardboard, rubble, mobile 
phones etc. 
Local collection service available for garden 
prunings and ‘save on skips’ to reduce DIY 
waste. 
Contact: Proper Job, Crannafords, Chagford 
01647 432985  
email: compost@properjob.co.uk 
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Village Carbon  
Neutral Project. 

 
Ashton Hayes village in Cheshire has declared the 
intention to become carbon neutral in the fight 
against global warming. This means that it will plan 
to offset all the carbon dioxide emissions produced 
as a result of the lifestyles of all the villagers. 
The village won £26,500 funding from DEFRA’s 
‘Tomorrows Climate – Today’s Challenge’ project. 
This will be used to communicate the experiences 
of Ashton Hayes to other communities around the 
UK, and to organise a conference for like  
minded communities in spring 2007. 
Ashton Hayes has been gathering baseline data to 
assess the carbon footprint of homes in the village. 
Estimates for the village are 4,765 tonnes of car-
bon dioxide emissions per year, or 12 to 13 tonnes 
per house per year. 
 
Anyone can use the above data to work out the aver-
age carbon footprint of their street or community. 
Carbon footprint is a system used to calculate the 
amount of carbon dioxide emissions produced by an 
individual, household or community in its activities and 
lifestyle. Amounts of gas, electricity, and other domes-
tic fuels used, car mileage, and flying are the primary 
criteria used to calculate carbon footprints. Carbon 
footprint calculators, commonly found on websites are 
fairly basic, and do not take into account such things 
as if a house is off the mains water and sewerage sys-
tem, the numbers of appliances used, how frequently 
large items like cars are replaced, or if the individual is 
on a green electric tariff. For example, being on the 
mains system generates far more emissions through 
water & sewage treatment, pumping, and maintenance 
than being off the mains. Switching to a green electric 

tariff, installing a home renewable energy system, re-
ducing flying and car travel are among the biggest 
emission reduction actions an individual can do. Next 
issue JM will look at carbon offsetting. 
 
Factbox: 80% of the energy generated centrally at 
power stations is lost in waste heat or dissipates in the 
mains system before reaching consumers. 
 
Factbox: A 24kg desktop computer generates 10 times 
its weight in its carbon footprint through resources and 
energy used in its manufacture, operation and waste 
disposal costs. 
 
For more detail on Ashton Hayes go to: 
www.goingcarbonneutral.co.uk 
Useful websites for carbon offsetting include 

www.climatecare.org  

House type Average carbon footprint 
 in tonnes per year 

No of houses Total 

Detached house 21.72   
End-terrace house 18.83   
Semi detached bungalow 12.94   

Semi detached house 8.10   
Detached bungalow 7.72   
Mid terrace house 7.1   

Battery Recycling Directive 
 
An estimated 600 million household batteries are sent to 
landfill every year in the UK. In Belgium 59% of household 
batteries are already collected for recycling (source: 
MRW) 
 
New EU rules about battery recycling have been formally 
adopted. EU members will have to recycle 25% of all port-
able batteries after 2012, rising to 45% in 2016. Shops 
will operate take back schemes, and Local Authorities 
must ensure that neighbourhood collection points are in 
place for batteries by 2008. From 2009 batteries must be 

labelled to show how long they are expected to last. There 
will also be new rules on the amount of mercury and cad-
mium allowed in batteries. The UK’s only current battery 
recycling plant opened in March, run by GP Batteries West 
Midlands. Meanwhile WRAP (Waste & Resources Action 
Programme) is funding various battery collection trials. 
  
Some may ask why targets include only a small fraction of 
batteries when the object must be to stop highly toxic 
waste leaching into the environment, why some of the most 
toxic waste is being the last material to be safely recycled 
instead of the first to be directed away from landfill, and 
why the 2004/5 hazardous waste disposal rules make no 
provision for segregating batteries from household waste 
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 The University of Plymouth have recently 
made available the findings of a research 
project examining in-vessel composting of 
food wastes in south west England.   
 
 The research focussed on characterization 
of both food and green waste feedstocks 
and outputs to determine levels of patho-
gens, nutrients and potentially toxic ele-
ments. Contamination and plant response 
under glasshouse conditions were also ex-
amined, and the resulting data compared 
with PAS-100 recommendations for quality 
composts. Two main field sites used ABPR-
compliant forced aeration clamp systems, 
composting under a UK standard for cater-
ing wastes. At Viridor's Dimmer (Somerset) 
site, separate food and mixed green / card 
streams were combined to form the in- 
vessel feedstock. At their Heathfield 
(Devon) site, a single co-mingled food / 
green / card stream was used. 
 
 Attitudes towards composted food wastes 
within the region were also examined and 
potential market outlets identified.  
 
 Key findings were as follows: 
• Composted food wastes met all PAS-100 
and ABPR requirements for pathogen lev-
els. Active management following the in-
vessel stages was found to be important 
for management of E. coli. 
 
 • Composted food wastes met most PAS-

100 requirements for potentially 
toxic elements. A single batch 
breeched the threshold for 
nickel, but this was exceeded by 
nickel concentrations in a batch 
of composted green waste 
 
 • Food waste feedstocks con-
tained higher concentrations of 
nitrogen and phosphorus than 
green waste and mixed green / 
card feedstocks 
 
 • Composted food wastes con-
tained higher concentrations of 
nitrogen than composted green 
wastes, with concentrations of 
all other elements buffered by 
the co-compost ingredients 

 
 • Cardboard was the most significant 
physical contaminant of composted food 
wastes, and did not  degrade sufficiently 
within a three month post in- vessel matu-
ration period for the resulting materials to 
reach PAS-100 standards 
 
 • 71% of respondents across various com-
post retail and end user groups would con-
sider selling or using composted food 
wastes 
 
 • Topsoil, peat-free and loam-based com-
posts commanded a premium in the re-
gion, and all could provide value-added 
outlets for composted food wastes. 
 
 
 For more information, please contact Rich-
ard Shepherd at the Science Research and 
Innovation Centre, University of Plymouth: 
RAShepherd@plymouth.ac.uk 
 
 The full report (6.2 MB) is available at: 
http://www.science.plym.ac.uk/pass/Research/
Or-
ganic%20waste%20treatment%20using%20nov
el%20composting%20technologies.pdf 
 
 A summary version may also be downloaded 
from: 
 
http://www.science.plym.ac.uk/pass/Research/
Summary%20report.pdf 

UK - in-vessel composting of food wastes: research published 



Conference day  

DCRN/DCCN 2006 conference report. 
 
Experiences of the 2006 DCRN/DCCN con-
ference ranged from a white knuckle ride 

through the radical and quirky fringes of 
community activism, to a pleasant ac-
quaintance with the amiable composters 
and maturing professionalism of the social 

enterprise recycling and reuse sector. 
However, judging from feedback forms 
a satisfying time was had by all, and an 
excellent organic local food lunch en-
sured that delegate constitutions re-
mained rosy throughout. 
 
 The conference kept a regional 
‘piquant’ flavour, with speakers form 
Dorset, Somerset and Wiltshire. Denise 
Perrin presented Somerset’s Chew 
Magna Zero Waste initiative which has 
had a big impact in a small town. Resi-
dents are becoming increasingly aware 
of the links between waste, resources, 
global warming, transport, local food 
and employment and other issues of 
sustainability and the need to take co-
ordinated action. As previously reported 
in Junk Mail, the cheapest option to 
power Chew Magna would be 2 wind 
turbines, providing energy at 1.4p per 
kwh compared with 7p from the Na-
tional Grid. 
 
David Spencer’s ‘Your Choice Plus’ pro-
ject was remarkable not least for the 
fact that   blind people he employs are 
able to earn £36 ph for the project by 

packing bags of kindling which are sold 
through the projects Charity Shops at 
£3.60 per bag. The project provides sup-

Councillor Brian Carson opened the 
conference to rapturous applause! 
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ported employment for disadvantaged 
people, such as those with acquired brain 
injuries and disabilities including blindness 
and deafness. Bags can be returned full of 
reuse items by customers and reused 
again. Clients also undertake contracted 
work for businesses on the industrial es-
tate. See www.yourchoiceplus.co.uk. 
 
 In the local groups update Peter Moss of 
St Georges Church Tiverton outlined some 
of the innovative reuse and redistribution 
projects his group is undertaking at both 
local and international level, including Op-
eration Christmas Child that sees shoe 
boxes of gifts and essentials are sent to 
needy children around the world. 
Otter Rotters outlined the new timber re-
use project opening soon in Exeter, which 
aims to divert surplus timber from busi-
nesses away from landfill to appropriate 
constructive reuse. 

David Chambers of Wessex Remade spoke 
of the plastics mapping and scoping re-
search that WR has undertaken to identify 
and quantify plastic waste streams in the 
region, in order to move forward a plastics 
recycling and reprocessing strategy. With 
numerous different plastic polymer types 
and contamination crucial, plastic recycling 
remains a challenge for both Local Au-
thorities and businesses. 
 
 Delegates had opportunities to explore 
topics in greater depth during afternoon 
surgery workshops, and the usual high 
standard of food was maintained by the 
’Dartmoor Kitchen’. 
 
 Thanks to all who contributed to an excel-
lent day, particularly to Cllr Giles for im-
peccable Chairing, and Cllr Carson who 
welcomed delegates and opened the Con-
ference to uproarious applause. 

 

Superb lunch made by Tom Cull at the Dartmoor Kitchen— 
somehow Richard Gomme seems to have got to the front of the queue, 

with Ken Orchard close behind! 
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How is your local school shaping  
up to recycling? 

 Devon gets 2 new County wide waste  
education officers! 

 
In a significant step Devon County Coun-
cil are funding 2 waste education spe-
cialists to work directly in schools to 
complement the wide range of existing 
resources and support currently avail-
able. This welcome move comes on top 
of District Council Officers and commu-
nity group waste education workers who 
have been busy over the last few years 
helping local schools tackle their waste.  
 
DCCN has been involved with 12 schools 
around Devon in a scheme to trial different 
composters. However with over 320 schools 
in Devon there’s a lot to do! 
 
 The process of getting schools recycling and com-

posting will be considerably helped by a new 

schools waste and recycling collection contract, 
which will see recycling collections provided to 
every school in Devon in due course. The contract 
for recycling is also to include recycling from other 
council offices. 
 
 A wide range of resources, help, practical tech-
niques and support now exists which will help 
schools on their way to recycling and composting. 
Help includes waste audits, free composters, paper 
making kits, info packs and other materials, and 
last year DCC made 20 grants of £500 to help 
schools reduce waste.   
But it still relies on the desire of the school, and the 

commitment of individual teachers and pupils to 
drive forward and sustain the necessary changes. 
 
 Organisations such as Global Action Plan are also 
funded to help schools link waste, resources, en-
ergy use and related topics. 
 
 Unfortunately the start of term saw mountains of 
unsorted rubbish being cleared out by many 
schools getting ready for the new year, so there’s 
evidently still much work to be done to get new sys-
tems in place.  
 
 Contacts: 
Your Local Authority Recycling Officer – 
www.recycledevon.org  
 
Heidi Diepold, Devon County Council  
01392 382920 
 
Global Action 
Plan   
 
01392 382968 
 
Nicky Scott 
DCCN 
01647 432880 
 

 
 

 

8 

The JORA 270—insulated tumbling bin, 
ideal for food waste composting  

The start of term saw mountains of unsorted 
rubbish being cleared out by many schools  

The ‘Earthmaker’—another  
composter being trialled 



Food waste collection is set to become a significant 
expansion area for local authorities according to a 
report from the Waste and Resources Action Pro-

gramme. And, WRAP says that running such 
schemes will make it easier to introduce fortnightly 

collections.  
 
Highlighting the importance of the collection of or-
ganics to local authorities, the guidance document 
notes that in England during 2003/04, the collection 
of green waste overtook the collection of waste pa-
per and board.  
 
50% of organics  
Now, WRAP suggests that in a similar way there is 
potential for food waste collection to grow. It notes 
that food waste makes up 50% of organics material 
generated by households and about 20% - six million 
tonnes - of total household waste arisings.  
The study states that while in comparison to green 
waste, collections of food waste in the UK are in rela-
tive infancy, "considerable expansion is expected in 
the next 10 years as a means of contributing to 
Landfill Directive targets."  
WRAP 's work on encouraging councils to start food 
waste collections is coming about because the or-
ganisation is targeting organic material to help Defra 
in its work to increase the diversion of biodegradable 
materials from landfill.  
 
Campaigns  
The aim of the report is to help local authorities de-
cide how best to plan and implement a food waste 
collection scheme and also how to encourage resi-
dents to participate through effective communication 
campaigns. With regard to data on existing projects, 
WRAP says that there is little verified information 
although work in Bexley points to a 75% collection 
rate when household food waste schemes are intro-
duced.  
The guidance suggests that local authorities should 
look at potential food waste collection systems with 
regard to their potential for diverting waste; end mar-
kets; legal compliance; and their impact on other 
recycling activities.  
The guidance also outlines how different socio-
economic factors have an effect on the type of food 
waste system suitable for an area for example in an 
area where people eat a lot of processed food.  
A number of food waste collection services are dis-
cussed in the guidance including food caddies which 
are said to increase participation and are currently 
being trialled in Ealing.  
The guidance says that the advantages of food cad-
dies are:  
they are provided free of charge  
some designs have good aeration  

they are convenient for householders they can in-
crease participation in a food waste collection 
scheme.  
The report also discusses a shift towards vented cad-
dies such as in 
Italy which is said 
to have been 
successful in 
recovering high 
diversion of food 
waste.  
Although UK data 
is currently lim-
ited, there is 
some evidence 
from Europe that 
providing food 
caddies may en-
courage source 
separation in the home.—source WRAP. 
__________________________________ 
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WRAP forecasts 'considerable' rise in 
food waste collections  

 
This is all to the good—frustrating that 
some of us in the community composting 
sector have been arguing for over ten 
years now that food waste composting is 
the way to go.  After all if you take all that 
yukky smelly stuff out of the waste stream 
how much easier to recycle all the rest.  
 
 Oh well glad to see it is coming at last. 
Although the best aim is to have everyone 
home composting it is just not going to 
happen for everyone, especially in urban 
areas and for people without gardens. An-
other problem with encouraging home 
composting is that it gets difficult explain-
ing what to do with cooked food etc and 
you end up with leaflets which cannot ade-
quately explain what to do and so say 
don’t do it! Enclosed systems for dealing 
with food waste also are more expensive 
than simple composters and so it is only 
the real enthusiasts who end up compost-
ing food waste.  
 

Nicky Scott 



News Bites continued from p 4 
 
  

 Plastic futures- 
Latest figures from a Recoup recycling survey, indi-
cate that the national recycling rate for plastic bot-
tles has reached 17%, that’s 85,000 tonnes recov-
ered per annum 2005/06. Material prices range 
from HDPE milk bottles at approx. £160 per tonne, 
and PET drinks bottles at approx £150 per tonne. 
However only 47% of UK homes have a kerbside 
recycling collection that includes plastic bottles, 
despite survey findings that it costs Councils little or 
no extra to collect plastic bottles for recycling com-
pared to collecting them in residual waste for dis-
posal.  
Further details see www.recoup.org or 
www.wrap.org.uk. 
  
  

 First County and District to top 50% 
recycling! 
Cambridge has become the first County to top the 
50% recycling rate during the summer months of 
April – June 2006, with one of its Districts Hunting-
donshire reaching 55% recycling. It wasn’t that long 
ago that sceptics were scorning that these rates 
could ever be achieved. 
This follows news that St Edmondsbury District 
Council, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk has topped the 
league table of LA recycling rates for 2004-05 with 
a combined recycling and composting rate of 
50.6%. Devon made 34th  with a rate of 32.7%, but 
has recently announced it had reached the 40% 
rate. Dorset came 24th with 34.7%, Somerset 43rd 
at 31.6%, Cornwall 114th at 25.7%. Languishing 
were Midloathian at 4.9%, Liverpool at 7.6%, Glas-
gow at 9.1%, Shetland Islands at 9.8%, and Bristol 
12.4%.  
  

 Homes to be swamped by rising tide 
of Junk Mail. 
 
  
In a controversial move, Royal Mail is set to abolish 
the three-items-a-week limit on the delivery of 
“unaddressed” mailings, which is likely to lead to 
massive increases in Junk Mail. A spokesperson 
said that the limit will be removed because it is a 
good money maker for Royal Mail, that Royal Mail is 
only responsible for 15% of junk mail in the UK, and 
householders opting out through the Mailing Prefer-
ence Service will just get the junk mail delivered to 
them by private companies. This furore came on top 
of Royal Mail dismissing a postman for giving advice 
to householders on his round on how to opt out of 
unaddressed mailings.  
However, the decision to change postal rates for  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
different envelope sizes and weights, and increase 
costs for A4 size envelopes will lead to a reduction 
in the weight of envelopes going to waste and the 
amount of superfluous paper used in communica-
tions. Recycling envelopes is more difficult because 
of the glue and plastic windows.  
Readers are reminded that to reduce unwanted 
junk mail they must do 2 things. Register with Mail-
ing Preference Service by post or via website, and 
request at your local Post Office for your address to 
be listed as not wanting to receive ‘unaddressed 
mail’ – also remind your postman.  
Contacts:  
Mailing Preference Service, Freepost 22, London 
W1 7EZ 
www.mpsonline.org.uk 
Reduce ‘junk’ sales phone calls:  Telephone Prefer-
ence Service – www.tpsonline.org.uk 
 
   

 Farm and Agricultural Waste 
As of May 2006 farm waste becomes ‘controlled’ 
like any other industrial waste, which means farm-
ers can no longer burn or bury their farm waste on 
site. This is likely to cost farmers hundreds of 
pounds each year. Farmers have 5 options:  
1. storing it safely on farm for up to 12 months.  
2. taking it for recycling or disposal at a licensed 
site.  
3. getting an authorised waste collector to take it 
away.  
4. applying for a licence to dispose of it on farm 
5. registering exemptions within the next 12 
months. 
 
 With a distinct lack of collection and processing 
infrastructure, for example for farm plastics, it is 
likely farmers will take up the option of storing their 
waste for up to 12 months hoping for a cheap solu-
tion to emerge. With general illegal burning of waste 
and fly tipping remaining a serious problem for Envi-
ronment Agency enforcement, lets hope Nov 5th 
bonfire night will not be exceptionally busy this year. 
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books 

Whilst browsing in a bookshop I came across 
‘Rubbish’ and of course had to buy it. It’s the same 
with books with compost in the title—I just have to see 
what they have to say that’s new on the subject.  
 Richard Girling goes right back to the start of rubbish, 
to ancient times. I particularly like the story of the 
Edward 111 syndrome where a tax was introduced in 
the 1350’s, on dumping waste in the river, and the 
rate of dumping increased. Exactly the same thing is 
happening today with tyres.  Landfilling whole tyres 
has been banned since 2003 and shredded tyres 
since 2006.  Of course this opens up a whole new 
money making stream for criminals. As Richard 
Girling puts it, ‘you got some tyres you want to lose? 
No Problem!’  
 
Defra meantime say’s ‘the Landfill Directive will have 
enormous impact on the disposal of used tyres.’  “The 
world waits with interest to see how the cowboys will 
respond to the governments call for ‘flexible and inno-
vative responses.’” 
 
This is a book full of stories of DEFRA’s ineptitude—for 
instance it was known for years and years that fridges 
and freezers would have to be disposed of properly 
but because the proposals were not clear about 
whether it would include the insulation as well as the 
gasses in the coolant, nothing was done to prepare 
the infrastructure.  Proper Job in Chagford used to get 
chest freezers from Devon Appliance Recycling Pro-

ject (DARP) to turn into in-vessel composters, years 
before the legislation came. DARP campaigned for 
years to try and get support for a fridge and freezer 
project for years but could not find solid support be-
cause everyone was still arguing about what the legis-
lation meant.  Meanwhile other European Countries 
just went ahead and invested in fridge and freezer 
shredding technologies with full government support.  
And that’s the difference between the UK and most of 
the rest of Europe.  
 
One of the chapters is about water particularly about 
all the pollutants that we knowingly or unknowingly 
add  to the system.  All the chemicals in hair care 
products, all the pharmaceuticals , hormones, and 
chemicals from pesticides in our food that go through 
our systems.  All the paint and oil that people pour 
down the sink and all the stuff that people flush 
around the U bend in the toilet.  
We all pay the cost of cleaning this  up but probably 
don’t realise the full extent of the burden we are plac-
ing on the water companies. 
 
Rubbish is a bit of a hotch-potch of stuff and Richard 
Girling tends to go off on long tangents and not return 
to the subject sometimes—I was really interested in 
one bit when he suddenly took a sideways jump onto 
the subject of chewing gum chucked on the pave-
ments and the cost of cleaning it all up.  
Still, a must have for the waste ‘anorak’ Nicky Scott 

Rubbish! Dirt on our hands and crisis ahead  
 Richard Girling—published in 2005 by  

Eden project books at £7.99 

Painting the Town Green:  
 
 How to Persuade People to be Environmentally 
Friendly.  By Stephen Hounsham. Green-Engage 
Communications/Transport 2000 2006 
www.green-engage.co.uk/resources.html#booksetc 

Just squeezing this in before going to Press. 
Interesting guide—doing what it say’s on the cover.  
Full of ideas, somewhat ironically not a very well laid 
out book—not an easy read, but it is aimed at activ-
ists, I’m still reading it and  it is full of useful stuff.  
Have a look on line if you can at the PDF version.  



 
The UK is at the bottom of Europe’s recycling heap 
along with Greece and Portugal, according to a new 
report from the Institute for Public Policy Research 
(ippr) and Green Alliance to be published this  
autumn.  
 
The report will recommend that local authorities are 
given powers to charge a ‘pay-as-you-throw' fee for 
collecting un-recyclable rubbish.  
England is only just going to meet the 2005 house-
hold waste recycling target of 25 per cent originally 
set in 2000. The report shows that the worst three 
local authorities in England for recycling are Newham, 
Tower Hamlets, and Liverpool.  
The report,  will argue that ‘pay as you throw' is the 
best way to meet current recycling targets and move 
towards a target of zero waste. It highlights examples 
from Europe including countries like Germany where 
some local areas charge around 18 pence per kilo for 
waste not recycled, boosting collection of recyclable 
materials to more than 65 per cent.  
To ensure any new scheme is fair, the report will also 
recommend that local authorities remove the rubbish 
collection fee from council tax.  
 
Nick Pearce, Director of ippr, said:  
"The UK is bottom of the heap in Europe when it 
comes to recycling. The Government should give local 
authorities powers to charge for collecting non-
recyclable waste. Our European neighbours have 
shown that where charges are common place, recy-
cling rates will rise. But to make sure any new charg-
ing scheme for rubbish collection is fair, it needs be 
accompanied by a reduction in council tax and an 
improvement in recycling facilities."  
 
Julie Hill, Green Alliance Associate, said:  
"There are few better routes to higher recycling than 
through giving householders financial incentives. 
They are a proven, positive and logical way of changing 
our throwaway society."  
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This and That…………. 

 

Roughly 240 million 
toothbrushes are thrown away 

each year in the UK. This 
equates to 4,320 tonnes of 

waste (source: The Ecologist) 
With a reusable toothbrush 
handle, only the head is re-

placed, the handle is reused. 
This simple action would re-

duce toothbrush waste by 67% 
to 1426 tonnes. 

 
 According to research from 
the Womens Institute, for 

every £50 spent by a family on 
supermarket food, £8 pays for 
packaging costs. The WI, which 

has 215,000 members is 
pressing supermarkets to re-

duce excess packaging. 

Wacky facts 

 Attention all readers: 
 
With the changes to postal rates Junk Mail needs to 
update its mailing list.  
Also with DCRN adopting Ltd Company status mem-
bership of DCRN must also be updated. Therefore 
all individuals, organisations and schools who wish 
to continue receiving the newsletter must send back 
their contact details, (see opposite) which also gives 
them free membership of DCRN. Thank you for your 
co-operation. 
 

 Name: 
 
Address: 
 
 I wish to become a member of DCRN, this entitles 
me to receive the free ‘Junk Mail’ newsletter, 
 
 Signed: 
 
 Note: Parish Councils do not need to return this 
form. They will continue to automatically receive a 
free copy sent to the parish clerk. 


